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NHS names new members, 1988 'Teacher' 

· < l

TAG DAY CEREMONY ... Senior member Tani Keenlyne pios Kari Engberg 
and contratulates her on being Inducted Into National H n r sn,�t@!itv 
(Photo by Chad Wagner) 

By Paula Paul 
National Honor Society tagged 28 

� new members and named Terry 
Peterson as Teacher of the Year at the 
Tag Day Ceremony Feb. 23. New 
members were officially inducted in­
to the club at a forma1 ceremony Feb. 
29. 

Senior initiates include Jolynn 
Blake, Sharla Cass, Paula Graves, 
Karisa Kenyon, Maia Lyngstad, Pat­
tie T isher, Christina Ward, and Cyn­
thia Wixon. 

Newly tagged juniors include 
Larissa Baer, Kari Engberg, Christine 
Gors, Julie Humphrey, Sondra 
Jackson, Corey Johnston, Lisa Keyes, 
Kirsten Levisen, Kim List, Kim 
Maluski, ·frent Merkwan, Kelly . 
Misterek , Charlie Moore, Terry 
Nelson, Jamie Rounds, Katie Schaak, 
Heath Schneider, Steve Schneider, 
Steven Stofferahn, and Denise 
Suedkamp. 

To- be eligible for National Honor 
Society, juniors and seniors with a 3.2 
or better arade averaae were reQuired 
to fill out applications. A teacher com­
mittee reviewed the applications arid 
chose new members on the basis of 
scholarship, leadership, service, and 
character. 

Gumbo adviser Terry Peterson has 
spent the past 12 years teaching 
En lish and speech at Riggs. '' I just 
feel like this has a lot to do with the 

kids," said Mr. _Peterson on being 
named Teacher of the Year. "I'm 
honored because I've always enjoyed 
working with the students. I think 
that's why people are . chosen as 
Teacher of the Year-because they 
work with the students," he said. 

Mr. Peterson's wife Sandie, who 
teaches art, photography, and 
psychology classes, is also a 12 year 
veteran of Riggs. T he Petersons have 
two children-: Ryan, 10, and Nikki, 8. 
Before moving to Pierre, the Peter­
sons taught for three years in Winner, 
South Dakota. Mr. Peterson did his 
undergraduate work at Northern 
State College and earned his masters 
degree at South Dakota State 
University. 

Mr. Peterson says he wanted to be _ 
a forest ranger when he was in high 
school. He does not, however, regret 
his decision to become a teacher. 
"I've found my place in life. I'm 
satisfied," he said. 

In his free time, Mr. Peterson enjoys 
outdoor activities like backpacking 
and long distance walking. Over the 
course of last year, he walked a total 
of 800 miles. 

"I think the students !!1 this s-::hooi 
are exceptionally good;· said Mr. 
Peterson. "I want to thank them for

making my job enioyable and in­
teresting." 

Juniors· earn Journalism City positions 
Student disc jockeys take 
talents to Boys, Girls St�te 

Riggs' High's Mr. KGFX - Chad 
Wagner will be one of the voices 
broadcasting news from Boys State in 
June. 

Wagner was one of only three 
radio-broadcast journalists selected­
to be part of· the Boys State Jour­
nalism City. He will attend the 
American Legion sponsored· event 
with the other representatives from 
Riggs. 

Wagner's year of experience at the 
local radio station KGFX no doubt 
helped him to earn a position on the 
selected Journalism City roster. A 
weekend disc jockey, he broadcasts 

. news, does his show and works with 
the production end of commercials. 

"T he Journalism City position is a 
real honor. Very few people get the 
chance to go to Boys State," Chad 
said. 

Working at KGFX has taught 
Wagner a lot about the business. It 
has also taught him a lot about public 
relations. "You really have to know 
how to handle people," Chad said. 
"You get a lot of crarik calls working 
on the late shift." 

Wagner has also learned how to 
write news and a lot about the 
background of radio . .. "that took all 
the magic away," he said. "Now, it's 
just another job.'' 

Chad names last summer's tor-
' 

nado as one of the most exciting 
times at the radio station. KGFX itself 
was off the air for about 15 minutes 
during the storm, he recalled. Being 
in the middle of things and seeing 
things like a hail ·stone the size of a 
basketball and getting -information 
from people who contact the radio 
was an interesting experience for the 
junior. . 
· Wagner gave up most of his ac-.

tivities and participation in sports
when his radio job became a priority.
His future plans include .studying
computer and architectural engineer­
ing at South Dakota School of Mines·
and Technology in Rapid City .

Kirsten Levisen takes talents in 
writing, photography and broad­
casting to the Girls State press corp. 

Kirsten is one of only 14 junior girls 
selected from schools across the 
state to work as a journalist at the an­
nual teen political event. She claims 
a strong newspaper background with 
three years experience on the junior 
high newspaper and two years as 
reporter/photographer on the Gover­

ndr staff. 
Levisen also holds the title of All 

State Journalist which she earned 
last summer at the South Dakota 
University Summer Publications 
rnstitute. 

"I think Girls State will be a good 

ON THE AIR ... Kirsten Levisen and Chad Wagner practice their radio voices at the control 
board. 

experience; and I was challenged to 
whether or not I could get accepted," 
she said. "It will offer s.ome good 
hands-on experience in a field I am 
interested in.' ' 

T he junior's radio background 
centers around her job at the local 
KCCR station where she is a disc 
jockey on the AM station. 

"I spin records, broadcast news, 
update weather cards, and generally 
keep tl'!e station running during my 
hours on Saturday," Kirsten 

. explained. 

Other activities that keep Kirsten 
busy include band, chorus, drama, 
National Honor Society, SADD, and 
Odyssey of the Mind, one of the pro­
jects of the Riggs program for gifted 
students. 

· She is also involved in T eens On
the Road to Chemical Help, 
(TORCH), the Solutions-group, and 
Pierre Players. 

Kirsten's career interests lie in 
. photography, journalism, and broad­

casting . 


















